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The Society Room of Hartford 
31 Pratt St Hartford, CT





Dear OPP family,

       Please accept my heartfelt welcome to our second
Champions of Youth celebration. Thank you for joining us as
we celebrate the numerous accomplishments of our youth
and honor the contributions made by all, but specifically the
efforts of Mayor Luke Bronin and the City of Hartford, Dalio
Education, The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, The
Hartford, Travelers, Newman’s Own Foundation, and Aetna.
        On behalf of the Our Piece of the Pie®, Inc. Board of
Directors, Staff, Youth and Volunteers, I want to extend a
warm thank you for your commitment to making this
celebration successful. Please know that our partnership with
you is vital to the success of our youth. Together we are
empowering youth to succeed in education and employment.
        Together, we must continue to build an OPP that
exceeds the needs of our youth; a local organization that is
innovative, yet supportive; one with global perspective;
providing degrees of value and instilling lifelong ideals.
Through this shared vision for our future, our possibilities are
unlimited! 

With gratitude,

Hector Rivera
President and CEO

Hector M. Rivera Jr., MSM, MBA
President & CEO, OPP



SILENT AUCTION

Go to:
www.charityauctionstoday.com

Search     : 2021 Champions of Youth

Or use your camera to
scan the QR code!

Featuring items from...
Bartaco

Tree House Brewing

Hartford Wolfpack

Hartford Yard Goats

Lake Compounce

Bushnell Performing Arts Center

Adventure Park at Storrs

Stanley Golf Course

OPP Youth



PROGRAM
5:30PM- 7:00PM- NETWORKING (6PM DINNER)




7:00PM- RENEE DININO, EMCEE IHEART MEDIA



OPP PRESIDENT AND CEO

HECTOR RIVERA
 

OPP YOUTH SPEAKERS

ZION CAINES

NAJAY MYLES

ITZARAELY ROSARIO-ROSADO



7:45PM- CHAMPIONS OF YOUTH AWARD HONOREES



CITY OF HARTFORD 

MAYOR LUKE BRONIN




DALIO EDUCATION

 ADHLERE COFFY



THE HARTFORD FOUNDATION FOR PUBLIC GIVING 

JOEL HICKS-RIVERA






THE TRAVELERS FOUNDATION 

ANDY BESSETTE



NEWMAN'S OWN FOUNDATION

SAMANTHA BURGAN



THE HARTFORD

SARAH MORIN



8:15P- CLOSING REMARKS



8:30PM- SILENT AUCTION CLOSES



8:45PM SILENT AUCTION CHECK OUT



Visit www.opp.org and 
click       DONATE

Scan       the QR code

using your phone camera      

and follow the prompt! 

How can YOU support OPP?

Donate today!

OR

SCAN ME



Najay Myles
Reliable       Compassionate      Respectful

Itzaraely Rosario-Rosado
Determined       Brave       Motivated  

Zion Caines
Ambitious     Leader      Teamplayer

Youth Success Stories

Najay, your OPP family is so proud of you!
We are so happy you are a part of The Hartford Youth Service

Corps and are taking advantage of all the services OPP provides! 
We can't wait to see all the amazing things you do in your

future here at OPP and beyond! 

Itzaraely, your tenacity and determination are inspiring! YOU
worked so hard when you came to OPP.  Learning to speak

English in THREE months is not an easy task but, YOU DID IT. 
We are so proud of the young woman and mother you are!

The sky is the limit for you, Itzaraely! 

Zion, the hunger you have to better yourself is contagious to
your peers and ignites the spirit of the OPP staff.  You are eager

to learn, lead and be engaged in your work and your
community. You have built a strong foundation for your future.

We know you will be successful in everything you do!  



Casiano Clinical Services, LLC would like to
congratulate all the OPP staff, volunteers, youth

and families on another successful year and
commitment to our youth. 

www.casianoclinicalservices.org

19 May Street        291 Collins Street        1665 Main Street
Hartford, CT

(860) 792-6999





2021 CHAMPIONS OF YOUTH 

Honoring key partners of the HYSC:
The  C i t y  o f  Har t fo rd  and Mayor  Luke  B ron in

Da l io  Educat ion
The  Har t fo rd  Foundat ion  fo r  Pub l ic  Giv ing

T rave le r s  Foundat ion
Newman ' s  Own Foundat ion

The  Har t fo rd

Hartford Youth Service Corps has provided over 1,400
Hartford youth with an opportunity to earn a paycheck

while strengthening neighborhoods. Youth receive
yearlong, part-time employment with flexible scheduling.
HYSC members have the opportunity to obtain academic

support, to reengage in high school and/or to pursue
post-secondary opportunities. They also have access to

all of OPP’s wraparound services including the
development and support for their own personal,

academic and professional goals.



       Luke Bronin was sworn in as the 67th mayor of the City of Hartford on
January 1, 2016, and was reelected to a second term in November of 2019.
Mayor Bronin is a husband, a father, a veteran, and an attorney, and he is
committed to building a stronger Hartford for all of the city’s residents.
        After taking office in 2016, Mayor Bronin led Hartford through the
biggest fiscal crisis in city’s history, working to put Hartford on a path to
fiscal stability. In addition to promoting economic development and
investment, his administration has focused on building opportunity for
Hartford residents through key initiatives like the Youth Service Corps and
the Reentry Welcome Center. He has also worked to position Hartford as a
center of innovation and establish Hartford a leader in environmental
stewardship.
        Prior to becoming mayor he was appointed by then-Connecticut
Governor Dannel P. Malloy to serve as General Counsel. He served in the
Obama Administration as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Terrorist
Financing and Financial Crimes at the U.S. Department of the Treasury, as
the Senior Advisor to the Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Treasury, as an
international affairs fellow with the Council on Foreign Relations, and as
Chief of Staff to the President of Property and Casualty Operations at the
Hartford Financial Services Group, one of the capital city’s largest
employers.
        Mayor Bronin served as an officer in the U.S. Navy Reserve and was a
member of the military’s anti-corruption task force during his deployment
to Afghanistan from September 2010 to April 2011. He earned his B.A. and
J.D. from Yale University and his M.A. from Oxford University, where he
studied as a Rhodes Scholar.
        He and his wife Sara live in Hartford with their three young kids.

Award Recipient

The Honorable Luke Bronin
Mayor, CIty of Hartford



Award Recipient

The education team within Dalio Philanthropies under the
leadership of Barbara Dalio is focused on our home state of

Connecticut. For more than a decade, we’ve been collaborating
with schools, non-profit organizations, and communities across the

state to support educators and to help young people achieve
positive outcomes, with a particular focus on supporting young

people who are at risk of dropping out of high school or have
already done so.

        He also plays a key role in developing the Opportunity Project’s pipeline of
prospective partners. He joined the Opportunity Project in March 2020. Adhlere has
worked in philanthropy as a Data Scientist for over five years, most recently at Fairfield
County’s Community Foundation, primarily developing data systems used to conduct
impact analysis as well as data used for organizational performance management –
including social media and web analytics, fund and financial analysis, program
effectiveness, and donor management. In this role, Adhlere has supported several
organizations in conducting program assessments and outcome evaluations in support
of capacity building and organizational development. Rounding this out, he has also
designed and constructed IT environments for organizations providing frontend support
and training to staff.
        Prior to entering philanthropy, Adhlere worked as an Aerothermal Design & Analysis
Engineer. In this position he designed and analyzed the performance of various
propulsion and power generation systems for clients ranging from Siemens to the
Department of Defense. As a result of his engineering work, Adhlere has patents in
mechanical design and heat transfer analysis methods.
Adhlere holds a Master’s degree from NYU in Applied Urban Science & Informatics and a
Bachelor’s degree in Aerospace Engineering from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

      Adhlere is a Portfolio Director for the Connecticut
Opportunity Project at Dalio Education, where he works
collaboratively with grantee partner organizations to help
improve their organizational capacity and performance
management practices so that they can positively impact young
people who are disengaged or disconnected.  

Adhlere Coffy
Portfolio Director, Connecticut Opportunity Project 

http://dalioeducation.org/


Award Recipient

        As a Senior Community Impact Officer, Joel is responsible for
evaluating grant proposals and providing funding
recommendations to the Community Impact leadership team. His
areas of focus include; youth economic mobility, higher
opportunity neighborhoods, and arts connected to opportunity
youth engagement. His career highlights contain significant
achievements in workforce development, including the direction
of the development and implementation of Hartford Working
Cities for the United Way of Central and Northeast CT. Joel earned
a bachelor’s degree from Bradford College, and Masters of Science
degrees from Mercy College (Organizational Leadership) and
Central Connecticut State University (Professional Counseling).

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving is the community

foundation for Hartford and 28 surrounding towns. Through

partnerships, the Foundation seeks to strengthen communities in

Greater Hartford by putting philanthropy in action to dismantle

structural racism and achieve equity in social and economic mobility.

Made possible by the gifts of generous individuals, families and

organizations, the Foundation has awarded grants of more than $849

million since its founding in 1925. For more information, visit

www.hfpg.org or call 860-548-1888.




Joel Hicks-Rivera
Senior Community Impact Officer

http://www.hfpg.org/


Award Recipient

Travelers believes that strong communities are sustained by
educational and economic opportunities — and the company is

dedicated to assisting its communities in generating those
opportunities. With a focus on equity and inclusion, Travelers
targets its giving and volunteerism to help improve academic

and career success, develop thriving neighborhoods and create
culturally enriched communities.

Andy Bessette is Executive Vice President and Chief
Administrative Officer for Travelers. He has responsibility for
Corporate Real Estate, Administrative Services, Community
Relations, Aviation, Internal Investigations, Event Management,
Business Continuity and Sports Sponsorships, including the
company's official marketing partnership with the PGA TOUR
and title sponsorship of the Travelers Championship. Bessette
is a member of the University of Connecticut’s Board of
Trustees and of the Board of Directors of the University of
Connecticut Health Center. He is Vice Chairman of the Capital
Region Development Authority and a member of the Board of
Governors for Hartford Hospital. Bessette holds a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Connecticut and a master’s
degree from the University of Rhode Island.

Andy F. Bessette
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Administrative Officer



Award Recipient

Newman’s Own Foundation uses the power of giving to help
transform lives and nourish the common good. 

Actor and philanthropist Paul Newman created Newman’s Own
Foundation to sustain his philanthropic legacy. The Foundation turns all
net profits and royalties from the sale of Newman’s Own products into

donations. To date, more than $570 million has been given to
thousands of impactful organizations around the world. For more

information, visit www.newmansownfoundation.org. 



Samantha Burgan is Communications Director for Newman’s Own Foundation. In
this role, she manages projects, provides creative direction for print and online
materials, and collaborates with grantee partners on communications outreach.
Additionally, she serves as Assistant Secretary to the Newman’s Own Foundation
Board of Directors. Samantha joined Newman’s Own Foundation in 2009. She
has close to 30 years’ experience in communications, marketing, and graphic
design, having previously worked for WTIC Radio, University of Connecticut
Division of Athletics, Manchester Community College, and CheckerBee
Publishing. Samantha earned a Bachelor of Arts in psychology from the
University of Connecticut and an Associates of Science in graphic design from
Manchester Community College. She has served on the boards of The Suffield
Players and New Reach. More recently she has volunteered for the Seymour
Oxford Food Bank and Westport Playhouse and serves on the Derby Democratic
Town Committee.

Samantha Burgan
Communications Director



At The Hartford, we’re committed to advancing

economic, educational and workplace

opportunities, which are critical to the safety

and security of individuals and communities.

Headquartered in our namesake city for more

than 200 years, we have a deep desire to

improve educational outcomes and employment

for Hartford’s youth. We are proud to partner

with Our Piece of the Pie (OPP) and the City of

Hartford to support Hartford Youth Service

Corps, an initiative designed to help young

people earn a paycheck while strengthening

the community. In concert with the youth

development and education services offered by

OPP, participants gain the skills and capacity to

secure meaningful employment, which we

believe is a critical pillar in achieving equity in

our capital city.

Award Recipient





Contribute to the future of OPP by donating
to our endowment fund! 

SCAN ME

Initiated by the Zach's family, OPP is one of 51
organizations chosen to participate in
ENDOWHARTFORD21
OPP's FIRST endowment MATCHING Program
VISIT www.EndowHartford21.com for more
information!











Thank you to...
OPP Youth
OPP Staff

OPP Board Members
Donors

Sponsors
&

Community Partners



We are so grateful for you!



www.opp.org (860) 761-7300


