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Sav1ng Dropouts

- ost of the- young people who'-h
.get in trouble in Hartford.
. M shate “one characterlstic .
* They, have dropped out.of sehool, ‘And -

with no education or job’ skills, many

= m1grate to the ﬂlegal drgg - ‘ ,droppedout but heed only a -

' trade. If they are licky SECOND - few cred1 'iaduate. She .
enough to see a classroom v CHANCE id - ; ;
again, it is usua]lmemﬁed ‘ New school - . with 50’ studenfs and prob— .
School Distriet No:1; run by shou] dl OWer ‘ably add 50, students each -

the state Department of Cor-j'j
©_rection, ’

we]l asthe clty’s si nnpera- :

‘tive that nere be done {o’ reach theSe

- youngsters andget them back onto some

education or career frack. A school new .-

on the drawing board shouldhelp. . .

. Tts working tifle is “the- partnershlp :

schooly”. because it is a parmershlp.:;_
-between the echool board and the youth
:service agency Our Plece of the Pie. Itis

B "bemg designed for youngsters who are’
- “overage and under-credited,” high-risk

- youths ages 1610 18 who are n'uant and

" aboutto drop-out of school, sald Chris-

- ting Kishimoto, assmtant supermtend
~ entfor school design, -
-The school, which, officials - hope to -

open in 2008, will offer clagsroom in- -

+ struction and experience in a workplace,

L Hartford -

as well as counsehng and other semces

to help the teehagers finish the program

- and get on with usefl lives, Ms. Kishi-.
i moto said:school planners are consuier L

mg openmg if to youigsters who. have

‘year tos max:murn ofzoo

namber of students’ vitio need’ such a

school. Bt for the moment, with justss
percent of Hartford kidswho enter ninth
-grade” graduating from hlgh school,

many do:: :
. Ms. Klshnnoto saud the! admmlstra-

tion is hegmnmg to think about ways to :
- assist students ‘who- droppéd ‘out and R

aren’t close to graduatlon ‘That’s' a

‘critical area. She said it should be the-f

subjéct of a task force Let’s: create ong,

with help from the state and agencles.
such as Qur-Piece of the Pie, If young :
“people ean reid and write and earn a'. :

high school degree they have so many .
more optlons be51des guns and drugs "

If they ‘are .successful,.
_ For their 'welk bemg as’ dI‘ODOUt rate many. ‘of the - infiovative -
schools and: academles that
'opened this week witl Thelp reduce the .-




